The pioneering spirit of women based on The River and the source by Margaret Ogola

The novel The River and the source aims at bringing out the pioneering spirit of women. The four generations have led to the rise of strong women even as it is well put by Akoko's father, the great chief Odero Gogni, that a home without a daughter is like a spring without a source. Akoko Adoyo Obanda being the source that flows down to Nyabera, Elizabeth, the twins Vera and Becky and finally Aoro's wife Wandia Mugo. These strong women have been pioneers of change in terms of tradition, religion and education. All these women have played a vital role in the lineage of chief Owuor Kembo to ensure the prosperity of their families and the society at large.

To begin with, the very strong willed and hardworking Akoko sets the pace for change. Even before she could say baba or mama, she says dwaro Mara (want mine). This is a clear indication that later in life, she would not let anyone take away anything that she has worked hard for. It is her strong will that propels her to pioneer change in her community. She comfortably does the things that are unheard of. For instance, we see her standing up to her mother in law when she is accused of juok (witchcraft) and goes back to her father's house until her name is cleared. She rises against the notion that traditional luo woman is suppose to be seen and not heard. She does not sit back and watch as her brother- in- law Otieno Kembo squanders her properties after the death of her husband. She goes all the way to Kisuma to sought the help of the English man for her property to be returned and her grandson to be protected. Here we see Akoko as a pioneer of change in terms of tradition where she overcomes stereotypes to stand up for her rights.

Nyabera, Akoko's daughter closely follows in the footsteps of her mother when it comes to bringing change to her people. She definitely inherits her mother's strength and hardwork regardless of what life throws at her. First she loses her brother Obura when he dies at the battle field, then her father followed by her brother Owang' Sino. As if that is not enough, she also loses her husband and children one after the other leaving her bitter about life. Determined to succeed she raises her daughter despite how desparate she is for a male child. Just like her mother before her, she journeys to a far away place to find a solution thereby leaving her traditional religion to find solace in Christianity. By introducing her mother, daughter and Nephew to Christianity, she becomes a pioneer of change when it comes to religion. In the later years her nephew and grandson even decide to join priesthood and the entire household observes the doctrines of the Catholic church.

Similarly, Akoko's grandchild Awiti (Elizabeth) is nothing less than a spirited woman, growing under the tutelage of her grandmother. Breaking the shackles that tie the woman to tradition, she frees herself and obtains education. Being a girl in a society that undermines girl child education, she works hard to prove that she deserves a better life just like her male counterparts. The religious upbringing serves as her support together with her mother and grandmother who become her strength and encouragement. Elizabeth pursues education up to the college to become a teacher. When she gets married to Mark Anthony Sigu, she ensures that all her children are educated. Aoro pursues medicine, Vera takes up Electrical engineering while Becky becomes an air hostess. Elizabeth passes down what she was taught by her grandmother and mother to her children together with those she learns at school. Being the first woman to embrace modernization, she becomes a pioneer of change when it comes to education.

Finally, we see Aoro marrying a very strong woman just like his mother. A woman that breaks the stereotypes to excel in a career that is dominated by men. Wandia Mugo does not give up her dream to become a doctor and is not deterred by the fact that she is a Kikuyu while her husband is Luo. Given that it was a political era, precolonial in fact with there being political strife between the two tribes. Marrying Aoro is a major step for her and her generations to come. Love knows no tribe or political affiliation for Wandia and she sets it straight. Even when she goes abroad to pursue education, so as to get the highest academic qualification, a PhD, she is not stopped just because she is a woman. Being a woman does not mean staying home to look after the household, a woman can go to school and have a career just as the husband. This is a lesson we can learn from Wandia. She has brought change in terms of setting aside tribalism and pursuing education.

It is clear to see that women have been brought out as pioneers of change in the society. This has taken hardwork and determination especially in a male dominated society. Akoko stands for what she believes in, setting the pace for her daughter and grandchild. She has successfully taught them to be resilient and courageous, this plays a major role in them being pioneers. In my opinion, without these brave women, the lineage of Owuor Kembo would have been stuck in the blind and unjust precolonial era, where women are to be seen and not heard.
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